Private Burial 
Set for Onassis 
at Arlington 


By STANLEY MEISLER 
times staff writer 

NEW YORK — Americans 

mourned the loss of a First Lady 
and the loss of an era Friday as the 
family of Jacqueline Kennedy 
Onassis prepared a small and pri- 
vate funeral far different from the 
grand and wrenching public cere- 
monies that she once helped fash- 
ion for a slain husband and Presi- 
dent 

Though the ceremonies will dif- 
fer greatly, Mrs. Onassis, who died 
of cancer Thursday night at the 
age of 64, will be buried Monday 
afternoon alongside President John 
F. Kennedy and two of their chil- 
dren in Arlington National Ceme- 
tery across the Potomac River 
from Washington. 

Before she is taken to the ceme- 
tery that guards both celebrated 
Americans and ordinary soldiers, a 
Mass will be said for her at 10 a.m. 
Monday at St. Ignatius Loyola 
Roman Catholic Church on Park 
Avenue, just a couple of blocks 
from_ the 5th Avenue apartment 
where she died. 

Preparations for a burial at Ar- 
lington, where an eternal flame 
flickers by the grave of President 
Kennedy, surely will arouse mem- 
ories of the 1963 funeral that 
mesmerized the nation. Mrs. Onas- 
sis set aside her shyness and pen- 
chant for privacy then and orches- 
trated some of the most memorable 
features of President Kennedy's 
funeral. It was the young widow 
who ordered the riderless horse 
that followed the cortege. 

But privacy will rule the day as 
she is interred by the side of the 
President; a son, Patrick Kennedy, 
who died three days after his birth 
in 1963; and a daughter stillborn in 
| 1956. 

Her two surviving children. 36- 
year-old Caroline Kennedy 
Schlossberg and 33-year-old John 
F. Kennedy Jr., were with her 
( when she died of cancer of the 
lymph system. Also present was 
her close friend in recent years, 
Maurice Tempelsman. 

As a light rain fell Friday morn- 
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?• her son, standing in front of 
‘•apartment building at 1040 5th 
$•> told reporters that his mother 
died at 10:15 p.m. Thursday 
‘rounded by her friends and her 
lily and her books and the 
pie and the things that she 
led." 

_ ad she did it in her own way 
frw her own terms,” he went on, 
d we all feel lucky for that and 
l she’s in God’s hands.” 
rs. Onassis, when informed 
• her death was near, had left 
aw York Hospital-Comell Medi- 
it ^Center and returned to her 
fertment Wednesday night to 
ce death in familiar surround - 
gs. 

IV’er son thanked everyone 
L “both in New York and be- 
nd” for “an enormous outpour- 
.5 of good wishes." 
tKMd he pleaded: “I hope now 
:m . . . we can just have these 

* neyt couple of days in relative 
J peace.” 

f R^ was difficult, however, for 
J rejjorters, photographers and tele- 
J visidn camera crews to break a 
J habit ingrained by decades of try- 

* i«g to satisfy a public demand for 

* more and more coverage of this 
^glamorous yet very private wom- 
an. 

Like several other mourners in 
the hour? after Mrs. onassis’ death, 
an unidentified woman stopped to 
hand a rose to the doorman. She 
then walked to the corner and fell 
sobbing into the arms of another 
woman. The two crying women 
were quickly mobbed by the near- 
by media. Cameras and micro- 
phones thrust near their cheeks. A 
cameraman angrily ordered a 
soundman to lower the boom mi- 
crophone closer to their mouths. 
Every tear was caught on tape and 
film. 


More than a hundred reporters, 
photographers and television crew 
members kept their vigil through- 
out the day, joined by at least as 
many mourners and the curious. 
Many watched the comings and 
goings of friends and families from 
Central Park across the avenue. A 
number left mementos at the door. 

A security guard from the near- 
by Metropolitan Museum of Art left 
a pale rose tied to a white ribbon. A 
note said: “From Dan and Thomas 
at the Met. We’ll miss our friend.” 
Sen. Edward M. Kennedy (D- 
Mass.) and his wife, Victoria, spent 
25 minutes in the apartment during 


